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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
SHIM is pleased to present the work of Annie Bartholomew, Onel Naar, Hyunjung Rhee and Chad Stayrook 
in Pioneer, an exhibition of the inaugural SHIM Studio Residency group, curated by Julie McKim. Please join 
us at ArtHelix for an opening reception on Friday, January 12th, from 6-9PM.  

 
The artists in Pioneer question and create from the margins, the 
in-between places, the outside; either by choice, circumstance or both. 
They break new ground, purposefully seeking uncomfortable situations 
and the unfamiliar to look for answers and reveal possibilities. Working 
across mediums and disciplines, they build machines, create their own 
version of science, construct exquisite environments that attract and repel, 
and blend divergent worlds to show the potential in their combination. 
 
Annie Bartholomew’s textile based work explores human emotions and 
the concept of discomfort. Hand-sewn or knitted, her objects, sculptures, 
and installations asks the viewer to examine the personal and often hidden 
experiences with vulnerability, intimacy, and shame. Using thread, yarn, 
fabric, and text, she methodically executes work that simultaneously 
invites and repels. It is in that uncomfortable, in-between space that her 
practice lies.  

 
 
The installations, kinetic sculptures, and performances of Hyunjung Rhee 
examine the process of failure in our systems of communication. In order 
to better understand the language barrier she experienced after moving to 
New York from her native Korea, she began to construct and code 
elaborate machines to reveal how glitches, imperfections, and errors take 
place in our daily struggle to understand each other. Using materials as 
varied as receipt printers, music boxes, discarded eyewear, stepper 
motors, and water purifiers, her elegant multi-media works make visible 
the inherent complexities and flaws in our transmission of information.  
 
 

 



 
Onel Naar’s artistic practice is a negotiation between his third world 
roots and his first world arts education. Working across mixed media, 
photography, performance, and installation, his work is a study in 
comparison and contrast that often manifests itself in the form of 
diptychs. He incorporates materials from his Puerto Rican and 
Lebanese Dominican culture and upbringing in the Bronx - banana 
leaves, the cure-all of Vicks VapoRub, linoleum floors - and places 
them in dialogue with the art historical canon as a way to both reconcile 
these dichotomous experiences and show the possibilities that are 
present when these seemingly divergent things are blended.  
 
 
 
 

Chad Stayrook purposefully places himself in the role of the outsider in 
order to document the process of discovery. Interchangeably playing the 
role of artist, research scientist, and adventurer, he uses the world as a 
playground for his exploration. Taking unfamiliar places as his starting 
point and applying the methodology of historical explorers, he collects data 
and source material from natural phenomena and unusual landscapes. 
Once back in the studio, he combines video, installation, and performance 
and constructs narratives that push against the realism of an experience to 
create a world that is as strange as it is believable. 
 
 
 
Though there is overlap in themes and content, what these artists unequivocally share between each 
other is the caliber of their work, their dedication to practice, aesthetic execution, and the consistent 
progress their work exhibits. Annie Bartholomew, Hyunjung Rhee, Onel Naar, and Chad Stayrook were 
selected from a pool of applicants to form the inaugural group of SHIM’s Studio Residency program, 
chosen not strictly off of any shared theme, but on the quality of their work and the clarity of their artistic 
practices. As part of the residency, each artist was provided four weeks of studio space, culminating in 
an artist talk and the exhibition. For Pioneer, the artists each occupy part of the gallery, creating an 
installation of a selection of the work the residency made possible.  
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